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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
Regular Education

For Students Entering Ninth grade elass—ef-2009-2010 in the 2025-2026 school Year and
thereafter.

A minimum of twenty-four (24) units of credit aligned to the state academic content and
performance standards as listed below are required for graduation fer—these beginning with
students entering the ninth (9th) grade elass-6f2009-2010 in the 2025-2026 school year. A student
may receive a high school diploma of excellence after havrng demonstrated accompllshment of
the standards

may also receive the Seal of Bilingual- B|I|teracy on the dlploma of excellence and have it noted
on the school transcript by studying and attaining prof|C|ency ina Ianguage other than Engllsh H

d+|elemaref—exeeuenee Graduatlon requnements shall not be changed for a student enterlng the
ninth (9th) grade from the requirements specified in law at the time the student enrolled in the
ninth (9th) grade. The word “department” as used in this policy means the New Mexico Public
Education Department.

Graduation requirements may be met as follows:

e By successful completion of subject area course requirements.

e By earning credits through correspondence courses that meet graduation requirements
and/or by passing appropriate courses at the college or university level if the courses are
determined to meet standards and criteria established by the Board.

eeerse—er—drstanee—learmng—eeerse Beqrnnrnq wrth students entennq the nrnth (9th) qrade in the

2025-2026 school vyear, successful completion of a minimum of twenty-four (24) units aligned to
the state academic content and performance standards shall be required for graduation and the
award of a diploma of excellence. These units shall be as follows:




(1) Four (4) units in English, which shall include a three (3)-unit sequence; provided that
department-approved work-based learning, career technical education or English language
development courses that meet state English or English language development academic content
and performance standards may qualify as required English units;

(2) Four (4) units in mathematics, two (2) of which shall include a sequence of algebra 1 and
geometry or another integrated pathway of mathematics equivalent to algebra 1 and geometry;
provided that financial literacy courses or department-approved work-based learning or career
technical education courses that meet state mathematics academic content and performance
standards may qualify as required mathematics units; and provided further that algebra 2 shall be
offered as a mathematics course;

(3) Three (3) units in science, two (2) of which shall have a laboratory component; provided that
department-approved work-based learning or career technical education courses that meet state
science academic content and performance standards may qualify as required science units;

(4) Four (4) units in social science, which shall include United States history and geography, which
course content contains New Mexico history; government and economics and personal financial
literacy, which course content contains civics; and world history and geography;

(5) One (1) unit in physical education, as determined by the School District, which may include a
physical education program that meets state academic content and performance standards or
participation in_marching band, dance programs, junior reserve officers' training corps or
interscholastic sports sanctioned by the New Mexico activities association or any other co-
curricular physical activity;

(6) One-half (.5) unit in health education; provided that this one-half (.5) unit may be earned in
either middle or high school, and further provided that the health education courses include the
standards set forth in NMSA 22-1-13: and

(7) Seven and one-half (7.5) elective units that meet department academic content and performance
standards and that shall include a two (2)-unit pathway concentration of the student's choice in a
language other than English, including American sign language; fine arts; health; military career
preparation; a career technical education program; or community or service learning, a capstone
course or work-based learning; provided that financial literacy, computer science, student service
learning, career technical education courses and a sequence of languages other than English shall
be offered as electives; and provided further that media literacy and pre-apprenticeship programs
may be offered as electives.




A single course credit may fulfill the requirements for only one (1) graduation category. Units
earned in health, algebra 1, and geometry prior to enrolling in high school shall satisfy unit
requirements to earn a New Mexico diploma of excellence.

The Superintendent shall develop a graduate profile that 1) is specific to the community; 2)
articulates the core academic competencies and subjects that are key to graduates’ post- high
school success; and 3) to which required units are aligned. “Graduate profile” means a document
that a school district uses to specify the cognitive, personal and interpersonal competencies that
students should have when they graduate. The Board of Education shall have final authority to
approve the District’s graduate profile.




A student shall develop-and-fHe-anupdated complete a final next-step plan during the senior year
and prior to graduation that conforms with the requirements for a student curriculum plan pursuant

to 22-13-1.1 NMSA 1978. The plan shall be aligned to the graduate profile of the School District,
shall be completed on a department-approved template and comply with department regulations
explain-any-differencesfrompreviedusthterim-next-stepplans, shall be filed with the principal of
the student's high school and shall be signed by the student, the student's parent or guardian and
the student's guidance counselor or other school official charged with coursework planning for the
student. An individualized education program (IEP) filed with the principal that meets the
applicable transition and procedural requirements of the federal Individuals with Disabilities in
Education Act for qualified students shall satisfy the next-step requirements for that student.

Final examinations shall be administered to all students in all classes offered for credit.

Parents are to be notified in writing not later than the conclusion of the third (3rd) nine (9)-weeks
grading period of their student's senior year if the student is at risk of not meeting all graduation
requirements. Progress reports are to be provided to parents and students at each grading period.

A high school student required to transfer to an out-of-state school by the transfer of the student's
parents, who are members of the New Mexico National Guard or the armed forces of the United
States, may request that a diploma be issued by the New Mexico high school of transfer. The
student must meet the guidelines and comply with the requirements of the New Mexico Statutes
Annotated regarding military dependent transfers and their courses and grades must meet or exceed
New Mexico's requirements for graduation as determined by the School District.

Special Education

Listed above, under "Regular Education,” are the requirements that must be completed before a
student may receive a high school diploma or diploma of excellence. Completion of graduation
requirements for special education students who do not meet the required units of credit shall be
determined on a case-by-case basis in accordance with the special education course of study, and
the individualized education program of the student, and applicable law.

Students Entering High School Before the 2025- 2026 School Year

For students who entered high school prior to the 2025-2026 school year, graduation requirements
remain the same as they existed by law and District policy at the time those students entered ninth

(9th) grade.

Adopted: date of manual adoption




LEGAL REF.:

CROSS REF.:

22-1-9 NMSA (1978)
22-1-9.1 NMSA (1978)
22-13-1.1 NMSA (1978)
22-13-1.4 NMSA (1978)
6197 NMAGC

6.29.1.9 NMAC

IGD - Curriculum Adoption

IGE - Curriculum Guides and Course Outlines
IHA - Basic Instructional Program

I1E - Student Schedules and Course Loads
IKA - Grading/Assessment Systems

JFABC - Admission of Transfer Students

JG - Assignment of Students to Classes



